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A B S T R A C T 

The first quarter of the twenty-first century has witnessed that international 

migration from low- and middle-income countries is taking place at an increasing 

pace. The main focus of this article is to show the effects of such migration on the 

welfare of migrants, their families, along the society at large in select parts of Nepal. 

People migrate to relatively well-off nations from comparatively less developed 

ones in search of work. A brief portrayal of the migration route highlights the 

complexities involved in it. Moreover, the impacts of international migration reach 

beyond Nepal's countryside and agricultural sector to embrace towns and cities and 

off-farm sectors. Analyzing from the critical perspective of the anthropology of 

globalization, this article portrays the consequences of local-global relations in this 

era of accentuated mobility of people manifested through international migration. 

The key argument of the paper is that international migration is not contributing to 

the aspirations of the migrants and their households and in many respects, it has 

threatened their well-being. This article is based on primary qualitative data acquired 

through anthropological research and limited secondary data from an online 

newspaper. 
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1. Introduction 

Globalization has improved the situation and intensified the movement of people, capital, and 

things across the world. On the other hand, as a result of this process, people have been uprooted from 

their homes (Anderson & Hale, 2019). Conventional social science scholarships such as dependency 

(Frank, 1967) and the world system (Wallerstein, 1974) have scrutinized the movement of funds and 

commodities widely and critically, they have not given the movement of people across borders the 

same consideration. Whilst along with the continual development of the world's economies and 

industrial hubs and simultaneous demand for cheaper labour, international migration has grown to be 
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an important aspect of the globalization process. Transnationalism, diaspora, and refugees can be 

regarded as other facets of migration influenced by the process of globalization; however, this paper 

focuses only on international migration (Lewellen, 2002, p. 33).  

The anthropology of globalization can elevate our analytical framework to analyze the 

phenomenon of international migration. The critical theoretical lens of the anthropology of 

globalization equips us to scrutinize the process and experience of international migration, even 

though the anthropological focus on migration is relatively recent (Lewellen, 2002, pp. 30-35). The 

intensification of global contact, complex mobility, and inter-linkages are at the forefront of focus of 

the anthropology of globalization (Inda & Rosaldo, 2002). The anthropology of globalization comes 

with a convergence of a bunch of interconnected alterations in anthropological scholarship focusing 

mainly on migration as a subject matter of the study, the impact of a global process of migration up 

to the local level including the people, place of origin, and the broader areas of social and cultural life 

(Lewellen, 2002), as well as providing context to hoist “multi-sited ethnography” (Marcus, 1995) as 

a method of data collection. Anthropology of globalization offers a fresh approach to look critically 

at the consequences of international migration on the migrants, their families as well as society, and 

the state at large as well as global-local connections.  

Currently, remittance earnings have become one of the major sources of foreign currency in 

Nepal. International migration has helped immensely to expand economic activities. We can observe 

around the offices of the manpower recruitment agencies (MRA) that several kinds of businesses are 

running or are getting business due to international migration. Remittance companies, internet cafes, 

xerox shops, clinics and pathology labs, banks, transportation, hotels, lodges, small restaurants, taxi 

and translation companies and consultants are some of the examples. In addition, various airlines 

have begun their flight that connects Nepal with the Gulf, Malaysia, South Korea and other places 

where many Nepalese are working. Additionally, due to the increasing pace of international migration 

across the country and their international networks and connections, different manpower recruitment 

agencies are operating their business in various parts of Nepal (Dahal, 2024).  

The process of international migration affects the well-being of both the migrants and the 

people staying behind in the home country. When we gaze at the categorization and analysis of some 

scholars (e.g. Akay et al., 2016; Dreby, 2015; Ivlevs et al., 2019; O’Donnell, 2013; Wu et al., 2015), 

we can see that well-being has been divided into objective (e.g. household economy and access to 

food and education) and subjective (e.g. arising feeling from staying away from the family, perception 

of workload, disciplining and raising kids, and relation with parents-in-law) categories. My research 

findings often collide with the common belief in Nepal that the objective well-being situation 

including the household economy as well as access to food and education is quite satisfactory whereas 

the subjective level, as shown in the subsequent part of the paper, varies as per the cases.  

Recruitment firms in low-and middle-income nations serve as the employer's agents in 

developed or industrialized nations (Dahal, 2023) to boost and increase their ability to compete in the 

global market. These agencies also facilitate the companies and destination nations to obtain 

inexpensive labour and respite from the prevailing employment regulations, which are not equally 

helpful to international labourers. The global peripheries, which frequently contain spare labour, are 

being permeated by global capitalism in this manner. These agencies' creation and formalization have 

made it easier for the capitalist centre to amass surplus labour and resources at a lower cost.  

There are some critical social science scholarships available on international migration in 

Nepal. I have realized that most of them deal with particular segments of migrants, and, thus focus 

on a specific aspect of international migration such as migration to India (e.g. Sharma & Thapa, 

2013), focus on occupation-based mobility like people working in British Gurkhas and their concerns 

(e. g. Sharma, 2022; Caplan, 1995), families of the migrants (e. g. Gautam, 2008), and specific 

caste/ethnic category of people (e.g. Campbell, 2018). There is a clear gap of scholarly engagement 
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in looking at the situation of migrants, of course in their context, but not focusing or excluding any 

one category, rather simply paying attention to their lived condition as international migrants. 

I would like to move on with the scholarship of Shah (2018) who chose to study the situation 

of women in the Sindhuli district without fragmenting the study population into different caste/ethnic 

and class strata. He employed such an approach claiming that anthropological learning is possible by 

looking at the study population, like women, as they are living in their community setting. I have also 

chosen to produce critical scholarship about the Nepali international migrants per se, rather than a 

tiny segment of them whom we can segregate on several basis such as caste, ethnicity, place of origin, 

destination place, occupation, class, educational status, and gender and so on. Rather than social 

categories, it focuses on the subjective well-being of the migrants and their households. Likewise, 

moving beyond the focus on either micro or macro issues related to migration, to have a broader 

flavour of the current state of international migration, this paper is developed through the approach 

that embraces global-local relations (Lewellen, 2002, p.36). These are the critical areas in Nepali 

anthropological scholarship in general and the study of international migration in particular, this paper 

aims to contribute. 

With the formation of the context of international migration and the gap in anthropological 

scholarship in Nepal in this initial part, the subsequent chunk of the article highlights the research 

objectives, and then the design and methods of the research. Then comes the gloomy picture of 

international migration while looking at the highly desired destination of the USA as an example 

when the prospective migrants do not go through the legally sanctioned channel. Amidst such 

inappreciable reality, it highlights the abandonment of agricultural land as a byproduct of ever-

appreciated increasing flow of remittance before portraying how international migration has led to 

the crisis of labour across both the rural and the urban areas of Nepal. In a nutshell, this paper 

highlights whether international migration is enhancing the well-being of the people or whether some 

aspects of this global phenomenon at this epoch of history are not so bright and shadowed as well. 

2. Research Objectives and Significance 

The overarching research aim of this article is to expand our understanding and knowledge 

about the implications of accelerating international migration in the global South. Exploration of the 

impacts of international migration on the life and well-being situation of families and their social 

surroundings has provided me with adequate knowledge to develop this paper. The objective of this 

paper is to explain how globalization is inducing international migration that is contributing to the well-being 

of migrants and their households in developing countries like Nepal. In doing so, it sheds light on how 

international migration affects the labour availability for the place of origin, explores and highlights 

how the selection of the migratory route affects individual migrants and their family member's 

understanding of the migration, and analyzes the broader context and situation of well-being shaped 

by the process of international migration.  

The primary thirst and significance of this paper is to portray the gloomy facet of international 

migration associated with the process of the migration itself and also among different affected 

stakeholders in Nepali society. As a picture of a historical point of time in Nepal in the first quarter 

of the twenty-first century often characterized as the era of globalization and international mobility, 

on the basis of micro-level information from empirical studies, this paper shows the often overlooked 

area of labor crisis and the miseries associated with the route of the international migration.  

3. Research Design and Methods 

The foundation of this paper laid in my involvement in two prior studies; the first one is about 

the international educational and manpower recruitment agencies carried out in December 2009-

March 2010 mainly in Putalisadak, Dilli Bazaar, Balaju, and Koteshwor areas of Kathmandu valley. 

This study provided a substantial portion of data for the formulation of this article as well as created 

a sustained curiosity in my mind to inquire further on the phenomenon of international migration. 
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The familiarity developed the study about the way manpower agencies operate in Nepal vis-à-vis the 

acquaintance of stories of people about international migration as a ubiquitous phenomenon in 

everyday conversations in general also contributed to forming such perpetual inquisitiveness. The 

other one was carried out to collect the life histories of people from Dullav areas in the Gorkha district 

(Dahal, 2018). In addition to these two studies, I have conducted some health-related ethnographic 

studies in Tanahu, Gorkha, and Dhading over the last decade. While conducting these studies, as 

different scholars from Nepal (Kharel et al., 2021) and abroad (Kuhn et al., 2020) have shed light on 

their respective studies, I have also realized that the health and well-being of people come 

spontaneously and inherently as part of the larger societal canvas being spotted by international 

migration.  

All these empirical studies have collectively provided a bunch of primary qualitative 

information to develop a case study to comprehend the implication of international migration on the 

well-being of these migrants and their families. While using information from these studies, I have 

mentioned the occasions in this paper when and how I acquired such information. Some conventional 

qualitative data collection techniques such as informal conversation, observation, and interviews are 

the main techniques which provided a significant portion of data to develop this paper. In addition, 

to supplement the additional information for these migrants’ experiences en route to the destination 

country, I used the secondary information published in Setopati, an online newspaper with reasonable 

credibility and reliability in Nepal.   

These studies, at first glance, look scattered across not only regarding the time and space but 

also when we look at their focus. I can firmly claim that I have employed data from multiple research 

sites, seemingly a non-conventional approach to anthropology, in line with the fundamental accepted 

alterations in ethnographic methods as Marcus (1995) and Lewellen (2002) have pointed out. The 

collection of information from multiple research sites, beyond a single study has added to creating 

the constellation of the whole spectrum of input for this paper. Likewise, information acquired from 

my bus journey from Kathmandu to Muglin on my research visit to Tanahu in May 2024 also provided 

rich information and critical inspiration to develop this paper. Through the content analysis of some 

of the news from national and online newspapers, information has been brought in to enrich this 

paper. As the paper has been developed based on information generated from multiple research sites 

and more than one study, I would argue that the study site is the social phenomenon of international 

migration rather than confined to a limited geographical arena.  

Information acquired from these different sources has been accumulated, scrutinized and 

made ready for further processing. Various themes, which are reflected in the paper title, sub-

headings, and keywords, have been generated from such information. Weaving these themes in a 

coherent whole, through the critical gaze of anthropology of globalization, has contributed to 

formulating this form of the article. As an article dealing with international migration from the 

perspective of the local-global nexus (Lewellen, 2002), the units of analysis lay in the spectrums of 

the individual, family, community, and state. While collecting, analyzing, and presenting information, 

I took utmost care to respect the privacy and confidentiality of the research participants. I have used 

their life experiences with informed consent and fully anonymised the data with pseudonyms 

whenever I have referred to them or their stories in the text. 

4. When the Route Becomes Rough 

This part of the article consists of the stories of youths who have the American dream 

inculcated in their imagination and their struggles to reach their dreamland. To go to the USA what 

kinds of rough terrains and processes they have to pass through, dealt on here, is based on secondary 

data from an online newspaper. 

In an online Nepali newspaper, Setopati, Khadka (2024a) writes about the stories of many 

youths and adults who went to the USA through an illegal channel, spending 5-6 million Nepali 
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rupees (approximately around US$ 37-45 thousand) to the brokers who facilitated them to go via such 

outlets. Khadka metaphorically writes it- they reached the US through the “lower path”. Here the 

lower stands and symbolizes in contrast the flight from the above but to the degraded, illegal and thus 

endangered channel. These youths go through India, eventually via Mexico, accepting the multiple 

risks associated with this process. Travelling with the outlawed migrant status is accompanied by 

robbery, health and physical vulnerability because of the mode of transportation as sometimes they 

have to scram into the truck, ship, or lorry, and the costly process of migration. In this sense, taking 

the services of legally registered MRAs to get support for a visa (Dahal, 2024) to elsewhere seems 

very comfortable and the safest way to emigrate. Khadka writes about the narratives of an elderly 

couple’s six sons going to the USA as follows: 

“All 4 sons of the elderly couple reached USA through the same channel, and the fifth one is 

in transition via the same route. And, the sixth one is also intending to follow the path of his elder 

brothers.”  

This presents how international migration is perceived by local people in rural areas of Nepal 

and that helps the family to arrange financing of the international migration.  

A lady from mid-west Nepal reiterates that her twelve relatives had been to the USA. When 

someone reaches there, the pulling cycle goes on for the rest of the others in the locality and their 

kinship circle. People can easily get loans from local merchants for their journey to the USA, 

regardless of the legal status of the journey. Some others have mortgaged their land and property in 

the banks for such loans. The pattern of international migration shows that people use their kinship 

relationships to migrate to the destination country. The image of international migration is so elevated 

that people do not hesitate to provide loans to families to finance their migration regardless of their 

legal status. However, realizing the risk of the illegal process of migration, often, the MRAs which 

are facilitating illegal migrants, send them individually so that in case of any problem in the future 

(Adhikari, 2010) the former can stay easily away from the responsibility. Likewise, another dark side 

in the well-being of the family back at home is that they find it difficult to convince themselves during 

the festivals when their kids are not with them. The elder parents have not found alternatives to 

persuade them to adapt to the abandoned situation.  

5. Appraisal of Remittance and Shadowed Agricultural Abandonment 

The social and cultural landscape of Nepali society is transforming rapidly through and 

towards the process of monetization, commodification, commercialization, out-migration, and 

urbanization. Seddon et al. (1998) see the direct linkage between these phenomena and economic 

globalization and market penetration. The implications of these macro-level structural changes in 

society led to alterations in the micro-level situation and aspirations of individuals, families, and 

communities. With the majority of the population still dependent on agrarian activities, such rapid 

alterations are also leading to implications on land use patterns and agriculture.  

As a prime resource for human survival often people struggle to grab or at least to have 

adequate land. Agrarian land which has become a source of livelihood for generations for the family 

has no longer become equally important for the inhabitants of the middle hills of Nepal. In some 

southern parts of Nepal, even the social value of land usage is shifting from cultivation to financial 

pledging (Prosnitz, 2024). On the other hand, an increasing amount of fallow land has been observed, 

witnessed and reported in Nepal despite the dependency of larger folks in Nepal’s middle hills on 

agriculture (Malla, 1992; Khanal & Watanabe, 2006; Paudel et al., 2014). In search of comfort either 

the whole family is migrating out elsewhere or the youths are emigrating abroad. As I knew in my 

interactions in the field sites in Gorkha, Tanahum, and Dhading, it is not only the caste people but 

also people from Gurung, Magar, and Tamang ethnic communities who are leaving their native 

villages. In my recent field visit to Dharampani, Bahunbhanjyang, and Shera areas in Bandipur rural 

municipality during April - June 2024, it is repeatedly mentioned by the locals the stories of leaving 
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the villages and abandonment of agricultural land. The story was not different to another field visit to 

Siranchowk and Bhimsenthapa Rural Municipality visits in the Gorkha district in 2022: 

Up to a few years ago, we used to farm our Khet, the irrigated land, with the support 

of hired wage laborers. Now, we cannot find anyone during the peak agricultural season of 

farming and harvesting. Most of the youths in our villages are working in the Gulf countries. 

Both of our sons and their families live in the UK. We elderly couple have no option but to 

leave our irrigable land fallow. I am not sure how long this will go. (Gurung, 72) 

Fallow lands can be frequently seen in these localities, mainly the Bari, non-irrigated ones, 

and sometimes even the Khet, irrigated land, where multiple and high-demand cereals can be grown 

twice a year. The elders in the villages have found that it is expensive to hire wage labourers for the 

cultivation and rather buying the grains from the market has become easier and cheaper. There is no 

taboo in buying cereals in the shops these days as it used to be some thirty years ago as a beshaha 

khane, depending upon the cereals bought (Dahal, 2018). Along with the increasing migratory pattern 

people’s food habits, value systems and lifestyles are changing. Agriculture, as in the case of rural 

India, lags in social prestige than with non-agricultural work (Tilche & Simpson, 2018). Therefore, it 

is not always true to say that the objective well-being situation of the family and community is 

benefited from international migration. There is no doubt that the remittance has increased but it is 

there at the cost of agriculture. 

We should not be confused that everyone emigrating is making a good amount of money, 

some of the migrants have different stories to share. On my way to Bandipur in May 2024, I met Mr 

Shalim Khan, we became fellow passengers on a bus to Bhairahawa till my journey to Muglin. He 

was carrying a briefcase as luggage for which he had to reserve two seats on the bus. When the bus 

became crowded with the passengers, his luggage was moved to the dickie of the bus. While sitting 

next to him, I exchanged a brief introduction with him. He was returning from Qatar to his home in 

Bhairahawa. He came to Kalanki from Tribhuvan International Airport to catch a bus to his home 

town. Time and again he checked the time on his wristwatch. Later on, I got to know that it contains 

Qatar time. He asked me about the current local time in Nepal at around 9:00 a.m. He was unsatisfied 

with the current rate of saving in Qatar and could hardly save around four hundred Qatari Rials out 

of his salary of twelve hundred Rials. He was not happy with his job at the car garage in Doha but 

still wanted to return there after two months of staying at home. In my conversations with him, I 

thought he was still struggling to find relevance for his employment in Qatar mainly because of the 

low level of savings. 

6. Seeking Employment Abroad, Labor Crisis at Home 

Amidst the increasing flow of youths and job seekers abroad, often the rumour is increasing 

that in certain sectors employers are not getting appropriate and adequate employees in Nepal’s labour 

market. To bridge the gap between the needs of potential employers and job seekers and inform both 

sides at the same site, the Government of Nepal in the year 2024 has begun to organize employment 

fairs in all seven provinces. The one organized in Bagmati Prvince at Patan Multiple Campus, Lalitpur 

on the first day of June 11 (Khadka, 2024b) shows a gloomy picture of the unavailability of 

employment seekers at the heart of Kathmandu, the capital city and where a large number of potential 

job seekers reside.  

Khadka (2024b) further adds that an employer from a media agency could not find the right 

candidate for graphic designing, content writing and video research. The company is willing to 

employ 15 candidates whereas despite their miking they hardly found two candidates for the job. 

Likewise, the Footwear Manufacturer’s Association has been seeking 8,350 job seekers for different 

jobs. The low turnout of the job seekers had made them frustrated on the first day of the fair. The 

initial low turnout of the job seekers shows that youths are not interested in working in the domestic 

market, and are largely lured to working abroad.  
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It is not only in the job fair in the capital that there is a low turn up of job seekers but also in 

the rural areas people have experienced a lack of strong hands during the agricultural seasons. Tirtha 

Parajuli, a Brahmin man in his mid-sixties and a retired civil servant, from Siranchowk Rural 

Municipality, Gorkha stated- “Youths do not want to stay in the village once they are done with the 

matriculation. I wonder, what kinds of education we are providing to our new generation”. It is 

important to remember the lower social prestige of agricultural work that has encouraged youths to 

seek employment in non-agricultural activities (Tilche & Simpson, 2018). We can draw two crucial 

patterns in the rural areas of Nepal from what Mr. Parajuli pointed out youths do not want to stay in 

the rural areas and our education has not equipped adequate knowledge, skills and attitude to mobilize 

locally available resources. Rather, educated youths have become job seekers, previously within the 

country and these days in the global capitalistic market, mainly abroad. Additionally, this also moves 

the individual from his family and community, to be unavailable in times of cheers and sorrow when 

all family members would prefer to be together at home. 

7. Local-Global Connections: Increasing International Migration 

The Government of Nepal has adopted liberal economic policies since the advent of 

multiparty liberal democracy, which has become a prominent global trend since the 1990s. Nepal has 

become a part of the globalization process, which is a powerful and pervasive capitalistic wave 

(Anderson & Hale, 2019). Thus, the governments that have followed in Nepal up to this point have 

believed that the government's role is to regulate private sector-led businesses rather than managing 

businesses and industries. Only then, it be argued that the government can oversee the upholding of 

peace and order as well as the creation and establishment of favourable conditions for the 

implementation of social development initiatives. In such a conducive political and economic 

environment, Nepal became home to numerous MRAs (Dahal, 2024) linking local human resources 

with the global requirement of the laborers.  

A typical case of an aspirant migrant at the premises of an MRA located in Balaju illustrates 

the aspirations of the migrants when they are trying to go abroad for employment: 

I came to this office to get their support to go to Qatar. I arrived here this morning 

from a village in Dhading, my home town. I did matriculation seven years ago but could not 

continue further studies due to my family’s financial constraints. I began to work at a 

merchant’s store near my village in Aarughat bazaar. I could not make good money over the 

years and the merchant’s business is also not operating well these days. With the money I 

have saved and some additional borrowings, I am trying to go. I hope to make good money 

over there and look after my family to meet their basic needs and bring happiness to the family. 

(Man, 25) 

People move abroad to look for employment aspiring to meet their family needs and make 

people at home happy. The vital question arises, whether the process of international migration has 

been able to promote people’s well-being i.e. the well-being of both the migrants themselves and the 

family members at home. While looking at the above typical cases from different contexts, it does 

not seem that international migration is promoting their well-being, not only the subjective well-being 

but even the objective well-being. When the country gradually begins to face a labour crisis at home 

and abandonment of agricultural land, satisfactory objective well-being of a family at home cannot 

be sustained for a long time. Well-being is not detached, but rather, conjoined with different facets 

and across various levels from the individual to the state. Therefore, the mere flow of remittance at 

home cannot simply promote the well-being of the family members at home if and when the 

immigrant is not in a satisfactory position at the place of destination. Reciprocally, when the situation 

of the family and the homeland is not fine enough, the material comfort abroad cannot ensure the 

well-being of the emigrants, the bread earners for the family and the foreign currency remitting 

subjects (Hernandez & Coutin, 2006) for the country.  
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A case of migration of all of the offspring of the couple, as a representative of the current 

situation, shows the multitude of grievances of the parents at home.  

My elder son did his bachelors in business studies whereas the younger daughter did 

her BA. The son was not satisfied with the level of income in Nepal and managed to go to 

Australia some ten years ago. Our daughter found it easier to migrate to Australia to look for 

a job. None of them liked to work in Nepal as I served in the Nepal army during my time. 

Both of them have good jobs and also have bought a house there, sending us adequate money 

at home. We have been to Australia three years ago during Dashain. However, we cannot be 

together during the festivals like Dashain and Tihar. As we are getting older, we will definitely 

need their care and support constantly. We have realized that we couple cannot move there 

permanently. They also miss us much during such festivals and other social gatherings at 

home, among relatives and neighbors. We have sufficient material affluence, but no 

satisfaction in life.  (Man, 63, Bandipur, Tanahu) 

The current form of globalization is not fair enough and it has not created a favorable 

environment for an equitable and prosperous world. A part of the global society is prospering at the 

cost of the others, as the dependency theorist argues (Frank, 1967). In addition to such a peripheral 

situation of the nation state at the macro level, communities, families, and individual migrants are 

also equally affected. Labor crisis not only for the agricultural works but also the unavailability of 

interested aspirant workers even at the urban centres, absence of family members in times of festivals, 

rituals, and sorrows, as well as the hardship associated with the process of migration and the loneliness 

while staying abroad are some of the illustrations of threatened well-being at different levels. 

Therefore, the comprehension of the well-being of the migrants and their families (Akay et al., 2016; 

Derby, 2015; Gasper, 2011; Seitz, 2019) has to be at the centre of assessment of the consequences of 

international migration. The anthropology of globalization equips us to look at these spectrums 

critically and holistically. 

As reflected in the above cases and narration, there is an ambivalence of socio-economic 

expectations of employment and income from the international migration. The people I have inquired 

with have expressed some sort of satisfaction with the economic facet of the migration. On the other 

hand, they are not ready to embrace the associated sacrifice of staying away from family members 

and relatives. They are more anxious even with the imagination of what has not come yet to them.  

I am scared even to think about what will happen when only one of us will be there. 

When there will be no one to sit beside at times we may fall ill. (Woman, 59, Gorkha) 

People are not satisfied with the mere material affluence at present. They are equally 

concerned about their future when they have to be at home, at worst without a spouse, while the 

children are also not around. Their anxiousness for the lonely future shows that well-being is not a 

one-dimensional phenomenon reduced to economy, rather, people’s well-being is also entangled with 

social and cultural realms where they meet the economy.  

8. Conclusion and Recommendations 

In the twenty-first century, international migration has become the source of bread and butter 

for many families in the global South and simultaneously a major source of foreign currency income 

for the nation-state. However, the process of migration and the absence of migrants at home had some 

unwanted implications at the individual, family and community levels. The country is facing a labor 

shortage at home while many youths are moving abroad to look for employment. Though the source 

of socio-economic affluence at present, it has accentuated worries for the future and overall well-

being of the individuals and community. Therefore, the examination of international migration has to 

be done not at the singular level, but, rather at multiple levels and with a broader view of the local-

global context. However, at each level, it can be said that the well-being of the migrants and the 

society at large has to be counted as the fundamental indicator. The process of globalization has 
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accelerated international migration which has contributed paradoxically both in promoting the well-

being of the migrants and their families as well as in many respects also constraining their objective 

as well as subjective level of well-being. Risky and painful migratory routes, feeling and fear of 

loneliness among the elder parents, increasing fallow land in the rural areas, labor shortages not only 

in rural areas but also in urban areas are some of the instances of constrained well-being at different 

levels of society.  

Additionally, this paper raises a crucial question of what is important for today’s youths- 

livelihood security, comfort or achievement. Often it seems youths have been euphemized by the 

globalization process and the freedom of mobility which it offers that achievement is mobility. As 

the case of Mr. Khan shows he wants to keep on going abroad but is still not satisfied with life abroad. 

Despite such dissatisfaction, why youths want to migrate deserves further exploration. Is this simply 

because of the global trend of international migration or their inability to seek and see opportunities 

at home? How can we link the process of out-migration of youths from the global South when there 

are still ample opportunities for employment in the home country? What makes them unable to see 

the viability of local resource mobilization in their vicinity? Is this the high time to assess the present 

form of education system which is responsible for not being able to inculcate such capacities to the 

youths in the global South? Are these youths simply looking for employment or seeking further 

opportunities to stay away from home and familiar settings?  

These are not only the prominent questions about the present migratory scenario, rather, 

implicitly recommend the queries for further ethnographic explorations in the days to come, which 

will have both scientific as well as applied significance. Additionally, this article is based on the 

selected typical cases, whereas to have a broader understanding of the scenario, these curiosities 

should be systematically investigated through a wider scale of studies, not only in Nepal but also 

elsewhere in the third world having a similar political and economic context as well as at the place of 

destination. 

At the national level, in the place of origin, the state machinery has to develop both the short-

term and the long-term plan. In the short run, they have to facilitate people in their journey, try to 

minimize their journey-related barriers and equip them with adequate knowledge and skills so that 

they do not have to pass through a rough journey rather the employers will seek them, smoothen the 

process and offer conducive working environment. In the long run, it has to seek alternatives to 

immigration and offer employment opportunities within the country, make the youths feel that they 

have not to go out to have their dream life, and simultaneously expand the avenues for revenue 

generation by mobilizing available resources.  
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